YoonJee Kwak

Originally from South Korea, YoonJee Kwak is an artist and educator who has
exhibited internationally and participated in numerous artist residencies and teaching
workshops. She was a long-term resident at the Archie Bray Foundation and Pottery
Northwest. She holds an MFA in Ceramics from the Rochester Institute of Technology
and a BFA in Ceramics and Glass from Hong-lk University in Seoul. Kwak’s work draws on

a Korean metaphor that describes a person’s character as a “vessel” of tolerance and
depth, while exploring contemporary themes of openness and human connection. Her
work has been recognized with honors including the James Renwick Alliance Chrysalis
Award, Ceramics Monthly’s Emerging Artist Award, and a 2024 Teaching Artist Cohort
grant from the Center for Craft. Her pieces have been featured in major international
biennials, including those in Icheon and Cheongju, Korea, and Jingdezhen, China.
Beginning in Fall 2025, Kwak serves as Assistant Professor of Ceramics in the School of
Art and Art History and Design at the University of lowa.

Education
2014 Master of Fine Art, Ceramics, Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester NY,

2012 Bachelor of Fine Art, Ceramic & Glass, Hong-ik University, Seoul, South Korea
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Bonsack Gallery, John Burroughs School, St. Louis, MO
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American Museum of Natural History, Manhattan, NY
Stroll Garden Gallery, East Hampton, NY
Companion Gallery, Humboldt, TN
2024  Museum of Art - Deland, Deland, FL
Gerald Peters Contemporary, Santa Fe, NM
Hughes Memorial Library, West Cornwall, CT
2023  Jingdezhen International Ceramic Art Biennale,
Jingdezhen, Jiangxi, China
CheongJu International Craft Biennale, CheongJu,
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Worcester Center for Crafts, Worcester, MA
Todd Art Gallery, Middle Tennessee State University,
Murfreesboro, TN
2022 Holter Museum of Art, Helena, MT
NC Pottery Center, Seagrove, NC
High Line Nine Gallery, Manhattan, NY
Artstream Nomadic Gallery, Fort Collins, CO
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Applied Contemporary Craft Gallery, Oakland, CA
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